244                     A SYSTEM OF MAGIC,

CHAP. IL

The scene changed: that as the Devil acted at first
with his black art ivithout the magicians, so the
magicians seem to carry it on now without the
Demi

HITHERTO I have made the Devil the aggressor in
all the transactions between himself and mankind,
but now we must turn the tables; for whether it
be that, finding things go on currently, and to his
mind, he only sits still and looks on, like an engineer
who has, with infinite art and great fatigue, formed
a new machine, then sets it at work, and seeing it
perform according to expectation, sits down with
satisfaction, and lets it go round of itself; or whe-
ther the nature of man, corrupt, and prompt to all
the foolish and foul things the Devil could put into
his head, does really run on faster than the Devil
can drive him ; this as a doubt, which either philo-
sophy or divinity have not yet resolved, I must
leave it to time and experience to explain.

That thus it is, the fact is plain ; if the black or
diabolic art was at first a machine of the Devil, or
let it be whose it will, it works now of itself, it per-
forms to the Devil's satisfaction ; he has little to do
but to sit still and see the wheels go round.

Nay, we may say, the scholars teach the master,
the magician seems to guide, nay, to command the
Devil, whose art it is that he professes, and accord-
ing to the lines in my title,

The obsequious Devil attends the sorcerer's spell;
The mill turns round the horse ^ho first turns round
the mill.